INCREDIBLE     CARNEGIE
life, stimulated his herculean labors in behalf of world
peace*
As chief of the telegraph department, Carnegie had
opportunity to observe President Lincoln, Secretary
Seward, Secretary of War Simon Cameron and other
notable figures. Cameron, a hardy old Scot, was political
czar of Pennsylvania and association with him was to
prove of immense value to Carnegie in the years to come.
Lincoln, Carnegie remembered, as a "most perfect dem-
ocrat." General Scott, commander-in-chief of the army,
he recalled as a tottering old man who had to be hoisted
bodily into his carriage.
Red tape and bureaucracy at first caused endless con-
fusion. But Tom Scott, who had been made a colonel,
and Carnegie soon whipped their department into shape.
In eight months they had built up an efficient organiza-
tion, functioning with fair smoothness. Then they re-
turned to their posts, Col. Scott to Philadelphia, Car-
negie to Pittsburgh.
The strenuous day-and-night drive of the work in
Washington had taken toll and, for the first time in his
life, Carnegie felt ill and weary. Col. Scott put in a word
at headquarters and Carnegie was granted a leave of
absence.
He and his mother had long been dreaming of a visit
to Scotland. Now the opportunity had come. When the
steamship Etna cleared out of New York Harbor, June
28, 1862, her most eager passengers were Margaret and
[Andrew Carnegie and Andrew's chum, Tom Miller.
In the race of life, Miller had matched strides with
Carnegie, He was now purchasing agent of the Fort
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